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Aristotle’s fourfold theory of causation was used conceptually by Buffon in his essay, «Variétés dans l’espèce humaine», Histoire naturelle (Paris: l’imprimerie royale, 1749-1788), tome 3, pp. 371-530.
	wood, brick, etc.
	causa materialis
material cause
	“organic molecules”

	builder’s operations
	causa efficiens
efficient cause
	climate, diet, lifestyle

	architect’s blueprints
	causa formalis
formal cause
	“internal mold”

	shelter, home
	causa finalis
final cause
	color, form, disposition
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Tzvetan Todorov’s five proponents of RACIALISM:
1 – the existence of races;

2 – the continuity between physical type and character;

3 – the action of the group on the individual;

4 – the unique hierarchy of values;

5 – knowledge-based politics.

The four HUMORS:
blood
phlegm
black bile
yellow bile
Buffon’s texts are online:
www.geocities.com/miriammeijer/buffon/varieties1.htm    and    www.buffon.cnrs.fr/
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