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Essays axnp OBSERVATIONS.

1. An Account of a comtagious diferder, called
the Venom, which bas prevailed lately amongft
tke born:d cattle in Friefland. Communicated
in a letter to Samuel Foart Simmons, M., D,
F.R.S. By Petrus Camper, M. D. F.R. S,
bonorary profeflor of pkyfic, anatomy, and jw.

_ gery at Amfierdam, fellow of the Royal College
of phyficians and Royal Society of Ediiiburgh,
of the Imperial Academy of Peterfburgh, and of
the Rayal Medical Socicty at Paris, &e.

GreaT number of black cattle of all ages
have dicd -fuddenly in Friefland in the
neighbourhood of Sneek and YIft, without any
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previous fymptom but that of giving no milk
a few hours before their death, as they conti-
nued to eaty drink and ruminate to the laft. In
general, however, the beafts affected with this
diforder lived feveral days, and bhad very large
tumours in the cellular membrane, about the
- head and neck, in the axilla, and fometimes,
though [rarely, in the groin. Thefe tumours,
which were often as large as a man’s head, were
very hard and elaftic, with a dry horny fkin at
the part which was moft prominent. In fome,
this fwelling entirely difappeared, while in others
the dry piece of fkin feparated and left a large
ulcer, which healed flowly. Some were foon re-
lieved ; others required many days, and even
weeks, before they were entirely cured, and
many, as I have already obferved, died fudden-
ly, or after a relapfe. The dung was in the
greater’ numbér natural, but in fome it was of 3
blackifh colour, or at leaft darker than ufual.
The city of Sneck is about twelve Englith -
miles from my feat, and I paffed feveral days
there in examining the diforder, and diffecting
the cattle that died of it.  This latter part of
my inquiry, however, was not to be carried on
without danger of being poifoned by the blood,
flefh, and fkin, &c, of the animal.
o 3C 2 The
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The difeafe has gotten the name of ‘venom,
aor vemexssm, from this circumftance, that the
people who handle the hide or the fleth, are
often poifoned, as it were, in the bands, efpe-
cially when they have any fcratch or wound there
to favour abforption, and fometimes without any
fuch previous hurt, In a few hours an inflam-
mation takes place, and, if not fpeedily pre-
vented by fcarifications and fuitable remedies,
terminates in a gangrene which fometimes {preads
to the arm, and in fome few inftances has oc-
cafioned the death of the patient. It is worthy
‘of obfervation however, that after the Sefh of

animals, who have died of this difeafe, has been
boiled, the poor eat it without any bad confe.
quence, but they carefully avoid the fteam of
the meat.
- On the 6th of September laft I opened a
cow that had died the night before at YIf,
which is not far from Sneck. In my way I
viited an old man whofe hands were fo much
affeted by the venom, that 1 was almoft de-
terred from attempting the intended diffection..
I ufed the precaution, however, of grealing my
hands with pomatum, and by frequently wafhing
them and rencwing the ointment, I prevented
the poifonous juices from acting, fo that altho’
- I fepa-
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I feparated the vifcera, &c, with my hands, 1
got not the leaft hurt. |
The eyes, tongue, and throat of the cow
were found. The udders were without milk,
but in other refpeéts healthy, and there was no
where any appearance of tumour. But on open-
ing the abdomen we found the omentum en-
tirely mortified, with a yelowifh ichor’ within
its cavity, and between the inteftines were ob-
ferved thick purulent coagulated membranes,
fimilar to thofe appearances which are found in'
the human body, where death has been occa-
fioned by an inflammation of the bowels. =
. Neither of the ftomachs were affected, but
the Buodenum, Jejunum, and lleum were in-
flamed and mortified, as likewife the colon in
fome places. The gall bladder, which was un-
-commonly diftended, being larger than even the
urinary bladder of a cow ufually is, was filled
with air, and with a very thin bile. The uterus
was a lirtle inflamed with gangrenous fpots,
The calf had been dead fome time, but the cow
continued to give her ordinary portion of milk
till the day before fhe died. - The liver feemed
to be pretty found, but. its lpmphatics were
vifible and much enlarged. The fpleen was in
| a gan-
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a gangrenous ftate, and there was emphyfema
between the duplicature of the pcmoncum,
where it forms the mcfcntcry.

The lungs were in a natural ftate, but thc
glandulz cordis and the thymus were much in-
flamed. The heart itfelf was in a good con-
dition.

I examined feveral other beafts that were af-»
fected with the fame dilorder, which was evi-
dently of the putrid kind. The pulfe was quick
and low, asitisin all putrid fevers, and I had
reafon to fufpe@-that thofe died very fuddenly,
whofe blood was much affeted by the putrid
matter, and on the contrary, that others foon
recovered whofe blood had a better difpofition.
The tumours were neither a good nor a bad
fign, for many died and as many recovered with
and without any fuch fwelling, The peafants
told me, that an old mare dicd of the venom,
but upon opening her abdomen and thorax
after death, I found nothing analagous to the
diforder I have been defcribing.

The difeafe abated much towards the latter
. end of September, and the contagion is now
“totally over. I could find no account, of this

difeafe in books, till I confulted the famous
~ Dr,
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Dr. Pallas’s Northern Magazine* (Vol. 1. B. .
§ 4, p. 113) in which Dr. Jof, James Lerche
has given a delcription of a contagious diforder
that made great havoc, after a hot dry fummer
in 1756, among(t the horned cattle in Livonia -
and Finland, and which fpread even as far as
Mofcow. He informs us, that the cows were
attacked with large tumours in the neck, breaft,
belly, and pudenda, and commonly died in two
ar three days. He adds, that horfes and hogs
were likewile fulceptible of the contagion which
generally carried them off in a day or two, and
that it allo proved fatal to a number of the
human fpecies; but upon inquiry he found thag
the latter died of a mortification of the hands,
&c. occafioned by an abforption of the venom,
A fimilar plague was obferved in thofe coun-
- tries in the year 1764.

I flatter myfelf the defcription 1 have given
of this difeafe, though fhort, will be fufficient
to give you an idea of its nature, and to enable
you and your medical friends to compare it with
the {ymptoms of the diforder which was ob-
ferved lately in England: for I have reafon to

® Nordifche Beytrage.
) . believe
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believe that the latter was of the {fame {pecies,
and of courfe different from that deftribed by
Dr. Layard and others, which, by the bye, fill
prevails in this country. It may not be im-.
proper to add, that calves borne by cows that
have paffed through the latter diftemper are
inoculated * here with great fuccefs.

1 am now growing old, ‘but I have not loft
~my public fpirit and zeal for ufeful improve-
ments, fo that 1 fhall be very much obliged
to you for any information you can furnifh
me with relative to the diforder I have men-
tioned to you. I am with the greateft refpet

md ﬁnCCfitY:

Dear Doctor,
Yours, &c.

-

Klein Lancum,
O&. 21, 1783,

® See our 3d Volume, page 350,



